
Talmud Tractate Shabbat   

 והמהדרין נר לכל אחד ואחד

And the mehadrin, i.e., those who are meticulous in the performance of mitzvot, kindle a light 

for each and every one in the household 

“We have found that in Judaism, there is a general Torah and a private Torah. There are 613 mitzvot that 

obligate us all. But privately, each person has a specific mitzvah that his or her soul connects with more 

than any other mitzvah. There is a mitzvah unique to each soul, a mitzvah that in your heart of hearts, you 

feel more connected to…” 

           - Rabbi Avigdor Nebenzhal 

“The bedrock of piety and the root of flawless Divine service lies in man’s effort to clarify and verify what his 

duty is in his world. He must determine what he is aiming for and how to achieve this – in all of his labors 

throughout his lifetime.” 

             - Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzatto, Path of the Just 

Thought Question… 

Can you suggest a connection between the poetry teacher, Mr. Keating’s message to his    

students and the comments of Rabbi Luzatto and Rabbi Nebenzhal regarding mitzvot?  

See the fascinating short film about the “The Chicken Lady” of Jerusalem. What mitzvah 

has she chosen for herself, and why? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-g0J0fg_BE 

Check out this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r66yzrRt4bk  

Chanukah Day 2—Reaching Our Goals 

Suggested family activity: In the course of the eight nights of Chanukah, have one family member present 

an ambition/goal/passion of theirs that he/she has not yet shared in detail with the rest of the members of 

the family.  

• What do you think the students’ attitude was before Mr. 

Keating, the poetry teacher’s “huddled” with them? 

• What’s the difference, according to Keating, between 

Medicine, Architecture, etc and poetry? 

• What did Keating mean when he said, “You may                            

contribute a verse. What will your verse be?” 

• What was the response of the students to the “huddle” 

that the teacher conducted with them? How do you 

know? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-g0J0fg_BE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r66yzrRt4bk

